
 

Nursery Curriculum Map 2023-24 
 

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

         

Core text(s) 
 
 

Settling In/ Transition: 
Autumn 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Winter / Christmas 
 

 
All About Fairy Tales / Local Environment and 

Festivals 
 
 
 
 

 
All About Fairy Tales and Planting 

Gingerbread Man 
Bear Hunt 
Goldilocks 

 

Animals 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

All About Me 
The Gruffalo 

 
 

Other texts related Where’s My Teddy? 
Peace at Last Oliver’s Vegetables 

Oliver’s Fruit Salad 

  Dear Zoo  

Areas of Learning 

In the Early Years, we focus on and teach knowledge and skills in a cross curricular way. This means that each week we provide our children activities to meet their individual needs and do this through our core text. Some texts lend themselves to an area of learning more and we’ve highlighted these below.  

PSED 
The Natural World 

 
 

The Natural World 
People, Culture and Communities 

 

 People, Culture and Communities 
Past and present 

 

The Natural World 
 

Past and Present 
 

The Natural World 
 

Prime Areas – Communication and Language, Personal, Social, Emotional Development, Physical Development, Expressive Arts and Design 
Specific Areas – Literacy, Mathematics 

Reading Individual 1:1 Reading Group Reading Group Reading Group Reading Group Reading Group Reading 

Story Time – Familiar 
Stories 

Books the chn read in Nursery Traditional Tales All About Me books Modern Trad Tales eg The Gruffalo and books by 
focus author 

Chn telling their own stories to the class Chn telling their own stories to the class 

In Nursery, Maths is taught using a spiral curriculum based on Essential Foundations for Counting in Nursery (created by Herts for Learning) in addition to the continuous provision which is planned to meet the children’s individual needs.  

Maths – Number  
 
 
 
 
 

     

SS&M Shapes  Positional language Height Length Weight Capacity 

Art & 
Creating with 

Materials 

Self-portraits Colour Mixing Junk Modelling -Sculpture Textile & Collage - Flowers Printing - Dinosaurs Scissors control/skills/cut different lines 

*this is only Art Portfolio evidence. The children will be engaging in lots of other art activities 

 
 

Gross (PE) and Fine 
Motor Skills 

(Mini Movers Herts 
Sport & Physical 

Activity) 

 

Locomotor and Navigating Space / Music and 
Movement 

Running, jumping and negotiating obstacles 
(stopping/starting) 

Animal Movements (Dance) 

Balance Coordination and Control / Music and 
Movement 

Following instructions using positional language 
(in front, behind, next to etc.) 

Diwali Dance- Jai Ho! 

Music and Movement 
Dragon Dance –Lunar New Year 

What’s the time Mr Wolf? 
Grandma’s footsteps 

Duck, Duck, Goose 

Over Under and Through 
Travelling in different ways using the body 

March For March 

Equipment and Wheeled Toys 
Stopping and Starting safely, balancing 

Wheelie Challenge 

Object Control/Catching 
Striking skills 

Kicking and dribbling activities 

Fine Motor activities 
Mark Marking opportunities 

Malleable activities with playdough 
Using tweezers 

 

Fine Motor activities 
Mark Marking opportunities 

Malleable activities with playdough 
Large construction 

Finger Painting 

Fine Motor activities 
Mark Marking opportunities 

Malleable activities with playdough 
Bead Threading/Peg Boards 

Fine Motor activities 
Mark Marking opportunities 

Malleable activities with playdough 
Magnetic Fish with rods 

Fine Motor activities 
Mark Marking opportunities 

Malleable activities with playdough 
Small Construction 

Fine Motor activities 
Mark Marking opportunities 

Malleable activities with playdough 
Using scissors 

           PSED (Jigsaw)       

Phonics 
 

Oxford Level 1 
Floppys Phonics 

BBC School Radio 

Oxford Level 1 
At the Farm 

Listening Walks (in the classroom) 

Oxford Level 1 
At Home 

Listening Walks (in Forest School) 

Oxford Level 1 
Fun at School 

Listening Walks (in the Nursery Garden) 

Oxford Level 1 
Out in Town 

Listening Walks (around the school) 

Oxford Level 1 
At the Park 

Listening Walks (at the Park) 

Oxford Level 1 
At the Match 

Listening Walks (with family) 

Curriculum 
experience/ Trips/ 

Visitors 

First visit to Forest School Diwali visitor (families) Trip to the supermarket Travelling Theatre Visit 
 

Giant Snail (visitor) Butterflies – Insect Lore 

Stay and Play 
(families) 

 Making Bread (visitor) Family reading 
Easter Coffee Morning 

Family reading 
 

Family reading 
 

Family reading 
Teddy Bears Picnic (families) 

Whole School Picnic 

Assemblies/ Shows  Christmas Play    Poetry Performance 
Foundation Stage Sports Day 

*NB This plan is subject to changes in-line with children’s interests, and does not show all the teaching and learning that will take place   
 

 



 
 


