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2.2

Aims and objectives

The aim of history teaching here at Aycliffe Drive School is to stimulate the children’s interest
and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of
chronology, and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding
based on their historical heritage. Thus they learn to value their own and other people’s
cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, they
are better able to make their own life choices today. In our school history makes a significant
contribution to citizenship and British values by teaching about how Britain developed as a
democratic society. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced
our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so doing, to
develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving.

The aims of history in our school are:

o to foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables
them to enjoy all that history has to offer;

e to enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how
things have changed over time;

e to develop a sense of chronology;

o to know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed
and, in so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education;

e to understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects of
European history;

¢ to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world;

e to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of
their cultural heritage;

e To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and
presentation.

Teaching and learning style

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on
examining historical artefacts and primary sources. We focus on helping children understand
that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always ask
searching questions, such as ‘how do we know?’, about information they are given. Although
subjects are cross curricular linked history will be taught as a subject in its own right.

We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in
history and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the
challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by:

setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
setting tasks of increasing difficulty. Not all children complete all tasks;
grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each ability group;
providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child;
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e using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups.

For children to be able to have hands on experience of historical events i.e. the Celts which we
as a school fulfilled through year 3 and 4 by all the children participating in the building of a
life size Celtic roundhouse as per photo shown. This type of learning enables kinaesthetic,
auditory and visual learners to move their learning and understanding forward.

History curriculum planning

We carry out curriculum planning in history in three phases (long-term, medium-term and
short-term). The long-term plan maps the history topics studied in each term during each key
stage. Some topics have a particular historical focus and in Key Stage 2 we place an increasing
emphasis on independent historical study.

As the basis for our medium-term plans, we use the national scheme of work which gives
details of each unit of work for each term. Because we have some mixed-age classes, we carry
out the medium-term planning on a two-year rotation cycle. By so doing, we ensure that
children have complete coverage of the National Curriculum, but do not have to repeat topics.

The class teacher writes the lesson plans for each history lesson (short-term plans). These plans
list the specific learning objectives of each lesson. The class teacher keeps these individual
plans,

Foundation Stage

We teach history in reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the
year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we
relate the history side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning
Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. History
makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and
understanding of the world through activities such as dressing up in historical costumes,
looking at pictures of famous people in history or discovering the meaning of new and old in
relation to their own lives.

The contribution of history to other subjects

Information and communication technology (ICT)

We use ICT in history teaching where appropriate and we meet the statutory requirement for
children to use ICT as part of their work in history at Key Stage 2. Children use ICT in history
to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work, and they research
information using the Internet. Children are reminded about using more than one source for
their information. They should also understand and be taught the meaning of plagiarism.
Children have the opportunity to use the digital camera to record and use photographic images
and they communicate with other children in other classes/ schools by using e-mail.

Assessment and recording

We ensure the National Curriculum objectives are being meant by incorporating the school’s
History Curriculum Overview into our planning. As well as the use of regular teacher based
formative assessment, we assess the children’s work in History from Year 1 — 6 by: i) a
K(Know) W (Want to Know) L (Learnt) grid, ii) an assessment grid which is ticked and dated
to show when an objective/skill has been covered. This can be completed either by an adult
(KS1) or by children in (KS2). EYFS use the same age appropriate means of assessing and
recording as they do for other subjects.
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Notes:

i)

Once the children complete a piece of work, we mark and comment as necessary. Once they
complete a unit of work, we make a summary judgement of the work of each pupil in relation
to the National Curriculum levels of attainment. We record the attainment grades on a grid and
we use these to plan future work with that pupil, to provide the basis for assessing the progress
of the child, and to pass information on to the next teacher at the end of the year.

Resources

There are sufficient resources for all history teaching units in the school. We keep these
resources in a central store where there is a box of equipment for each unit of work. The
library and classroom contain a good supply of topic books and software to support children’s
individual research. We also encourage more able pupils to support less able pupils. A scaled
timeline displayed in each classroom together with a scaled timeline in the main hall to enable
children to be visually aware of the span of a period of time. Children need to realise what
comes before and after a period of time. E.g. the Romans.

Monitoring and review

The History subject leader will monitor the quality of the teaching and learning of
History in the school through: regular book scrutinises, consistency in the use of the
assessment procedures and pupil voice. Timely training and information will also be
provided to staff to ensure that they are kept abreast of the latest developments in this
subject area and how to incorporate them in their practise and the school’s provision.

The current History Leader secured in 2020 the Historical Association Primary Gold Mark
Award for the school in recognition of its outstanding provision of the primary history
curriculum of which is mapped out in this policy.



