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Areas to be covered: 

1. What are SATs? 

2. What we will be doing this year to help your 
children reach/exceed the assessment 
expectations. 

3. Suggestions for how you can help your 
children at home. 

4. What will actually happen during SATs week. 



What is the point of them? 

  

1. SATs are a wonderful opportunity for the children to show 
everything that they can do by the time they leave primary 
school.  

2. They exist to monitor attainment and progress in the school, 
and to identify individuals who need extra support when 
they go to secondary school.  

 
 



Our belief 

• The children will be well prepared and we want them to do 
their very best but SATs only test 2 subjects.  

• All year we provide the children with a broad and enriching 
curriculum. 

• We have a responsibility to make SATs preparation as 
enjoyable and pressure-free as possible. 

• Holidays are exactly that – the children work very hard in 
school. 

• Through PSHE, there will be opportunities for the children to 
develop the skills they may need to deal with any pressures or 
stresses that they may come across as they approach SATs 
week or transition to Secondary School. 



SATs week 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO writing test. It is assessed by the teacher  throughout 
the year based on what the children produce in class. 

Date Activity 

Monday 11 May 2020 
English grammar, punctuation and 
spelling papers 1 and 2 

Tuesday 12 May 2020 English reading 

Wednesday 13 May 2020 Mathematics papers 1 and 2 

Thursday 14 May 2020 Mathematics paper 3 



What do results look like? 

Subject Total marks ‘Gradings’ 

Maths 110 EXS – Working at the expected standard 
WTS – Working towards the expected standard 

Reading 50 EXS 
WTS 

Grammar, 
punctuation 
and spellings 

70 (inc 20 for 
spellings) 

EXS 
WTS 

Writing Assessed internally 
and potentially 
moderated by 
Herts 

GDS – Working at ‘greater depth’ within the 
expected standard 
EXS 
WTS 

Results reported in July – a letter is sent home 



Previous Year SATs Results 

• Available on the school website – let me 
demonstrate how to access 



Maths 

• Emphasis on reasoning and problem solving skills. 
 

• Calculators are banned in the KS2 SAT. There is an 
increased focus on mental fluency and the use of 
efficient written methods in the four mathematical 
operations. Strong arithmetic skills basically. 
 

• There's quite a lot of new content which, up until now, 
has been regarded as ‘secondary maths’. This includes 
long division at year 6, and an increasingly complex 
understanding of fractions and decimals. 



The test papers 

Paper type 
 

Marks 

Arithmetic 40 

Reasoning 1 35 

Reasoning 2 35 

Mastering the arithmetic skills is very sensible area to focus 
on. In terms of the test, it can allow the child to set a strong 

foundation before the next two papers which tend to 
contain the trickier questions. 





Reasoning Paper 1 2016 



Reasoning Paper 2 2016 



What do we do? 

• Classes are split so that the children are working at a pace 
which is best for them.  

 
• We balance our teaching to include new work and revision 

of earlier topics.  
 
• We encourage independence – the children must  decide 

on the best method of solving a problem, and then check to 
see if they are correct.  
 

• Children will regularly be given questions to encourage the 
deeper development of problem solving skills like the ones 
on the previous slides. 



What can help at home? 

• For Maths: 

1. Homework – we are happy to go over any issues 
at school if you send us a little note. 

 

2. CGP practice books for all core subjects are 
great. They are up-to-date with the new 
curriculum content – the SATs buster books are 
particularly effective. 



3. Doodle Maths App 

  

• Based on the ten-minute per day principle 
for reading, this app allows children to 
interactively practice their maths skills for 
a short burst each day. 

4.   Achieve 100 App (Rising Stars) 

• Less fun than Doodle but very useful. 
Groups topics and there are a series of 
questions to answer plus a bonus round. It 
provides a good level of challenge –  



Grammar 

• Amongst many other terms that the children 
need to know are the following: 

 
• Noun phrases 

• Co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 

• Active and passive voice 

• Determiners 

• Relative clauses 

• Subjunctive form 

• Subject and object 





The main message 

• Don’t worry about this test at all! 

 

• Certain areas are obviously important to 
understand but we cover these within normal 
English lessons. The rest is a memory test. 

 

• The children will get plenty of practice in school 
but we focus our attention on improving reading 
and writing skills. 



Spelling 



What do we do? 

• Whole class teaching plus small group 
interventions. 

 

• Emphasis placed on the importance of 
accurate spellings in every writing task – even 
Isle of Wight postcards! 



What can help at home? 

1. Lists of all the Y6 spelling pattern words will be included in the 
Home Learning. 

 
2. A+ Spelling App 

• Set up spelling lists to practice 

• Saves all the incorrect words 

• Gives clues (number of letters or letters missing) 

 

3. Spelling shed App 

• Fun way to practice the spelling patterns from the curriculum. 

• Use in school already for intervention groups and the children 
love it. 

 



Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Comprehension skills 

Inferring 

Retrieving 

Predicting 

Analysing 

Authorial 
intent 

Comparing 

Summarising 

Vocabulary 



Main points 

A big focus now on children understanding vocabulary in 
context – children must be reading a wide range of texts. 

 

Reading stamina at least 150 words per minute – the reading 
booklet is long! 

 

Increase in the complexity of questions. Words such as ‘What 
impression…?’ were used in the 2016 paper as another way 
of asking the children to interpret part of the text. 

 

 

  



What do we do? 

• We use whole class books that excite and 
engage the children – they allow everyone to 
listen to challenging texts being read aloud. 

 



• Reading is taught daily through the use of these class 
books, news articles, poetry, images and videos. 
During these sessions we: 

• explicitly teach reading skills like skimming and 
scanning and the comprehension skills mentioned 
before and how to best answer questions 
(including the dreaded 3-markers!) 

 

 

 



What can help at home? 
• For Reading: 

 

‘young people who read outside of class daily for just 10 
minutes were 13 times more likely to read above the 
expected level for their age.’ 

 -National Literacy Trust 

 

1. The most important thing the children can be doing here is daily 
reading of quality texts. Reading with an adult can still be very 
beneficial for Year 6 children to check word meaning and text 
comprehension. 

2. GCP SATs buster – short extract with questions. 

3. Audio books can be excellent for all children, particularly to enable 
access books which may be beyond their own reading ability. 



2. A fantastic website is Lovereading4kids.co.uk. 

• book recommendations sorted by age group  

• categories for ‘reluctant readers’, children’s 
classics, books for boys etc… 



Writing 

• For ‘expected standard’ - every standard must be 
evident within all writing. 
 

• Much more emphasis on writing being completed 
independently.  
 

• Big focus on redrafting of work – teaching the reality 
behind the writing process. 
 

• Spelling, punctuation and handwriting are all 
considered to be very important. 



Writing 



Writing 



What can help at home? 
 

• Again reading is key here.  

 

• Have a look through your child’s English book when 
you come in for parent consultations. 
 

 

• Have I mentioned reading? 



Finally…SATs week 

• We use the Year 6 classrooms and other rooms as we 
need to. 

 

• Only tests in the morning. 

 

• Children can have questions read to them in all the 
papers except the reading one.  

 

• We do a mock practice.  



  Thanks 

 

 
 

During parent consultations, we will let you 
know how your child is doing and can 

answer further questions then. 


